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CHAIRMAN’S
MESSAGE
Dear Stakeholders, 

My warmest wishes to all 
stakeholders who are part of 
Marsiling-Yew Tee GRC’s greening 
and sustainability efforts. In this 
inaugural report, I would like to 
reach out to all our important 
stakeholders, from our residents, 
community gardeners, Residents’ 
Committees and Networks, 
Marsiling-Yew Tee Town Council 
and public sector agencies, and 
acknowledge their contributions in 
our greening efforts.

Climate change has grown in 
importance, and is happening at an 
even faster pace than before, 
resulting in a growing need to take 
action across all levels of society to 
ensure that we are creating a 
better and more sustainable 
environment for communities. 

In 2021, all PAP Town Councils – 
including Marsiling-Yew Tee Town 
Council – committed to enhancing 
sustainability plans and efforts in 
support of the Singapore Green 
Plan 2030, aiming to transform our 
housing estates into better living 
environments for every resident. 
These Town Councils delivered the 
Action for Green Towns (AGT) 
initiative to level up sustainability 
practices within their communities. 

More recently, Singapore 
announced that it will move faster 
to achieve net zero emissions by 
around 2045, setting ourselves a 
more ambitious goal than the 
earlier target of 2050.

In an important strategic speech, 
Deputy Prime Minister & Minister 
for Finance, and our MP for 
Marsiling-Yew Tee GRC (Limbang), 
Mr Lawrence Wong, said, “We will 
do our part to accelerate our green 
transition and achieve net zero, 
because we want to leave behind a 
greener and better country for our 
future generations of 
Singaporeans.”

Within our GRC, many efforts have 
begun in earnest. Earlier this year, 
we have started to place banners 
around our communities informing 
residents on how we can do our 
part to support sustainability in our 
own heartlands. 

In July, our GRC hosted an AGT 
Upcycling Exhibition, where we 
collaborated with the LTA to 
upcycle old train parts, with special 
mention that we tied up with 
children from the PCF Sparkletots 
Preschool at Blk 364 Woodlands 
Ave 5 in painting the new 
MRT-themed mural. We undertook 
this to help our young connect with 
the upcycling initiative. 

Beyond these efforts, in this report, 
many will get to read how 
community gardening and tree 
planting efforts are thriving in our 
midst, where wastes – both organic 
and electronic – are being disposed 
of in sustainable ways, and how we 
are pursuing many energy efficient 
strategies.

I am pleased to say that 
Marsiling-Yew Tee is making 
significant efforts to fight rising 
global temperatures while 
intensifying greening efforts at our 
GRC grassroot level. Even our 
on-going Neighbourhood Renewal 
Programmes take much effort to 
ensure sustainability is an 
undercurrent in what we are 
planning and delivering.

As Chairman of the Town Council, I 
am heartened by the enthusiasm 
shown by our residents, advocates, 
and partner organisations. Working 
as a collaborative community, I 
hope we can collectively create a 
“greener” and more sustainable 
Marsiling-Yew Tee.



VICE CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE

 To this end, we have taken 
initiatives to raise awareness on 
green habits while incentivising 
good practices through 
collaborations with companies. We 
have also implemented new 
processes to reduce our carbon 
footprint. 

We are proud to report that our 
collaboration with SGRecycle has 
already enabled us to collect and 
recycle over 21 tonnes of waste 
paper – the equivalent of 357 
trees! 

In July 2022, we launched the AGT 
Upcycling Initiative in partnership 
with LTA and SMRT. The exhibition 
featured recycled train parts 
transformed into seating areas, 
residents’ corners and playgrounds. 
We also engaged children from 
PCF SparkleTots Preschool in 
mural painting to nurture 
sustainability at a young age. 

In early October 2022, NEA and 
ALBA helped deploy e-waste bins 
at void decks for easier access and 
collection. There are also plans to 
introduce textile recycling and 
more exciting green initiatives in 
the near future.

These recycling efforts are the core 
of Marsiling-Yew Tee’s 
sustainability efforts. I am 
heartened to see our sustainability 
efforts and achievements thus far. 

Thank you for your invaluable 
feedback and support. Let us 
continue to take collective action 
towards a cleaner, greener and 
sustainable Marsiling-Yew Tee 
GRC! 

Dear Residents,

Our Town Council is 
committed to 
achieving our 2025 
goal of a zero-waste, 
energy-efficient and 
greener PAP-managed 
town.”

“

Ms Hany Soh
Vice Chair of AGT Taskforce  
MP for Marsiling-Yew Tee GRC (Woodgrove)
Vice-Chairman of Marsiling-Yew Tee Town Council
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OVERVIEW

City in Nature and 
Resilient Future are two 
of the five key pillars 
under the Singapore 
Green Plan 2030 which 
encompass targets that 
touch almost every 
dimension of our lives. 

KEY TARGETS:

� 50% more land – around 200 ha, will be set aside 
    for nature parks.

� 130 ha of new parks will be developed and 170 ha of 
    existing parks enhanced with more lush vegetation 
    and natural landscape by 2026.

� Every household will be within a 10-minute walk from 
    a park by 2030.

� By planting one million more trees across our island, 
    which will absorb another 78,000 tonnes of CO2, 
    Singaporeans will enjoy cleaner air and cooler shade. 

� Meet 30% of our nutritional needs through locally 
    produced food by 2030 (30-by-30 target).

A MYT Garden MYT Garden’s produce
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MARSILING-YEW TEE TOWN 
COUNCIL IS COMMITTED TO PLAY 
AN ACTIVE ROLE IN THE 
SINGAPORE GREEN PLAN 2030. 
OUR FOCUS WILL BE:

� Engaging our stakeholders and community on 
    education and outreach on green environment 
    initiatives and promoting community bonding.

� Conversion of underutilised spaces into green spaces 
    like community gardens and urban farms to help make 
    our food supply more resilient and work towards the 
    30-by-30 target.

� Working with architects and town planners to review 
    the environment landscape and increase green spaces 
    during neighbourhood renewal programmes and 
    improvement works.

� Planting more trees within MYT and work closely 
    with NParks to introduce drought-resistant plants to 
    the town.



In a snapshot, this describes the thriving community 
garden landscape at Marsiling-Yew Tee (MYT). The GRC 
has become a hive of activity for community gardeners 
getting together. 

Mr Azhari Muhammad, a pioneer at Blk 512 Woodlands 
Dr 14 community garden, says one of the best things 
about his community garden is that it started out as a 
bare plot. Today, with the community’s

it delivers lettuce, pandan leaves, passion fruits, 
pumpkins, cucumbers among other produce. 

Community gardens are common spaces where 
neighbourhood residents come together to create, 
develop and sustain a gardening space in their locality. 
Through community gardening, the gardening culture 
and a greater sense of civic ownership is manifested 
amongst the public and private estates, schools and 
organisation. 

Not only does it beautify the neighbourhood with 
blooming flowers, vegetables, spices and fruits, it is an 
opportunity for neighbours, peers and colleagues to 
come together to bond and sharing of knowledge and 
experiences. Especially in multi-ethnic Singapore, 
community gardens nurture the values of cooperation, 
volunteering, respecting diversity and creating 
ecological awareness. Apart from this, community 
gardens are part of Singapore’s goal to achieve food 
security. Community gardens can help achieve the “30 
by 30” target, i.e. produce 30% of Singapore’s nutritional 
needs by the year 2030. 

MYT gardening enthusiast are supported by NParks 
under its ‘Community In Bloom” initiative, which aims to 
promote a gardening culture among Singapore's 
residents. It is a collaborative partnership with both 
public and private sector organisations as well as 
volunteers, with NParks providing guidance and advice 
on community gardening. NParks also goes further to 
recognise the efforts of the communities. In CIB Awards 
2020 (For Housing Estates), there were nine Resident 
Committees’ / Resident Networks’ community gardens 
in MYT that were recognised for their gardening efforts.

“ kampung spirit ”
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A COMMUNITY
THRIVES
@ Marsiling-Yew Tee’s Gardens

Thirty-five community 
gardens spread almost 
equally across the divisions 
of Limbang, Marsiling, 
Woodgrove and Yew Tee.

Small gardens sized as small as 36 sq 
metres to large gardens of 728 sq metres 
producing herbs, fruits, vegetables and 
ornamental flowers. Scores of dedicated 
residents organised and getting together 
to bond and share knowledge and 
experiences.



blooming flowers, vegetables, spices and fruits, it is an 
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OVERVIEW
OF COMMUNITY

GARDENS 
in Marsiling-Yew Tee

If you have green hands and are looking for a a community gardens in your midst, here is your guide. 

� Blk 508 Choa Chu Kang Street 51

� Blk 523 Choa Chu Kang Street 51

� Blk 542/543 Choa Chu Kang Street 52

� Blk 551 Choa Chu Kang Street 52

� Blk 557 Choa Chu Kang Street 52

� Blk 566 Choa Chu Kang Street 52

� Blk 567 Choa Chu Kang Street 52

� Blk 759/760 Choa Chu Kang North 5

� Blk 785 Choa Chu Kang North 6

� Blk 619 Choa Chu Kang Street 62

� Blk 627 Choa Chu Kang Street 62 

� Blk 668 Choa Chu Kang Crescent 

� Blk 685B Choa Chu Kang Crescent

� Blk 686 Choa Chu Kang Crescent

� Blk 690C  Choa Chu Kang Crescent

LIMBANG

� Blk 310 Woodlands Street 31

� Blk 319 Woodlands Street 31

� Blk 338 Woodlands Avenue 1

� Blk 364 Woodlands Avenue 5

� Blk 368 Woodlands Avenue 1

� Blk 511/512 Woodlands Drive 14

� Blk 520/521 Woodlands Drive 14

� Blk 570/571B Woodlands Avenue 1

� Blk 892A Woodlands Drive 50

� Blk 899A Woodlands Drive 50 

WOODGROVE

� Blk 2/3 Marsiling Drive/Road

� Blk 3 Marsiling Road (Hill top)

� Blk 12C/15  Marsiling Lane

� Blk 24/25 Marsiling Drive

� Blk 28/29 Marsiling Drive

� Blk 33/34 Marsiling Drive

� Blk 113 Woodlands Street 13

� Blk 173 Woodlands Street 13

� Blk 181 MSCP - (Roof top garden), 

    Marsiling Road (W181)

� Blk 206 Marsiling Drive

MARSILING

YEW TEE



Speaking alongside several families at the Limbang Tree 

Planting Day in mid-December 2021, Mr Wong and 
residents proceeded to plant six Happiness Trees (also 
known as the Garcinia subelliptica) with the aim that 
these trees will grow up to 20 metres tall and provide 

glossy and decorative foliage for the neighbourhood. 

Marsiling-Yew Tee Tree Planting is an annual initiative 
which supports Singapore’s national goal. The national 
effort is to transform Singapore into a City in Nature, 
which is a key pillar under the Singapore Green Plan 
2030. Community is key to the success of this 
movement.

The Deputy Prime Minister was in good company 
with his fellow Members of Parliament who were 
accompanied by scores of residents who planted a 
variety of trees across the GRC during MYT Tree 
Planting 2021 season.   

TREE PLANTING FLOURISHES 
IN MARSILING-TEE

Tree planting and 
green focused 
sustainability 
initiatives have a 
key role in 

mitigating the impact of climate 
change. Over time, these trees deliver a 
host of ecological benefits. Residents in 
Limbang can play a part in helping our 
natural environment by doing their part 
through planting trees,”

said Mr Lawrence Wong, Deputy Prime Minister, 
Minister for Finance and MP for Marsiling-Yew Tee 
GRC (Limbang).

“
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CASE STUDY 1: 

TREE PLANTING
IN MARSILING-YEW TEE



Casting his different perspective at the 2021 Tree 
Planting Session in Yew Tee, he said: 

Planting Day in mid-December 2021, Mr Wong and 
residents proceeded to plant six Happiness Trees (also 
known as the Garcinia subelliptica) with the aim that 

glossy and decorative foliage for the neighbourhood. 

Marsiling-Yew Tee Tree Planting is an annual initiative 
which supports Singapore’s national goal. The national 
effort is to transform Singapore into a City in Nature, 
which is a key pillar under the Singapore Green Plan 
2030. Community is key to the success of this 
movement.

The Deputy Prime Minister was in good company 
with his fellow Members of Parliament who were 
accompanied by scores of residents who planted a 
variety of trees across the GRC during MYT Tree 
Planting 2021 season.   

said Mr Lawrence Wong, Deputy Prime Minister, 
Minister for Finance and MP for Marsiling-Yew Tee 
GRC (Limbang).

The five families with me today reflect 
our diversity and also the unique 
Singapore identity.  We have families of 
Chinese, Indian, Malay and Myanmese 
heritage. 

By planting trees together, as a 
community, we are creating  ownership 
and belonging and doing our part for the 
environment. 

These families also have young children 
and they will remember this moment for 
time to come.”

“
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At the Yew Tee tree 
planting session, Mr Alex 
Yam, MP for Marsiling-Yew 
Tee GRC (Yew Tee) and 
Chairman of Marsiling-Yew 
Tee Town Council (MYTTC), 
had five families join him at 
his event. 
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Addressing some 10 families gathered in Marsiling, 
Mr Zaqy Mohamad, MP for Marsiling-Yew Tee GRC 
(Marsiling), Senior Minister of State for Defence & 
Manpower said:

This tree planting event is ‘our’ event, as 
a Marsiling community. This will create 
ownership and belonging. 

Each tree near the block will be 
'adopted' and hopefully, they and their 
kids will remember the moment for time 
to come.”

“
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Ms Hany Soh, MP for Marsiling-Yew Tee GRC 
(Woodgrove) and Sustainability Champion of 
MYTTC, said: 

The 2021 Tree Planting 
session in Woodgrove 
was special in a different 
manner as the Division 
also celebrated its  
10th Anniversary.

As the Sustainability 
Champion for MYTTC, 
I personally believe in 
adopting green eco-friendly 
habits to reduce the amount 
of carbon footprint. 

Planting trees reduce 
greenhouse gases when 
they take in carbon dioxide 
from the atmosphere and 
they help our environment. 

Hence, in planting trees 
today, we are doing our bit 
in Woodgrove.”

“



group’s request finally reached the Marsiling-Yew Tee 

piping system that helped the garden flourish and 

not just gardening. There are only five or six of us who 

CASE STUDY 2: 

A place to find tranquillity. A place for a short pause. 
A place to exercise. A place to observe mother nature 
at work. 

This is the Woodlands Botanical Garden. A 2,500 sq. 
metre slopy terrain – bare in May 2020 – now turned 
into a lush green terrain featuring the likes of the 

sporadically seen Golden Tecoma and deep purple 
Malestroma. This garden-on-a-hill is nestled in the 
vicinity of Woodlands Street 13. 

The story began in May 2020 amid the Covid-19 circuit 
breaker in Singapore. Nearby resident Mr Ganesh 
Kumar, his father Mr Devakumar and helper Ms Bridget 
decided to kill some time by undertaking the planting 
of some ornamental plants. 

Seeds planted and flowers blooming on a small patch in 
the vicinity, it caught the eye of Nparks, Singapore. 

We were just interested in growing some 
flowering plants to decorate the place. 
NParks reached out to us and asked us to 
submit a proposal,”  

said Mr Ganesh. 

After some discussion, we were given some space on 
Nparks land to start planting only ornamental plants in 
July 2020.  With a small group of five, their garden 
continued to expand, nearing the turf managed by  
Marsiling-Yew Tee Town Council. That is when the 
group realised they needed more land as well as water 

and made a request to Mr Zaqy Mohamad, Senior 
Minister of State for Defence & Manpower and MP for 
Marsiling-Yew Tee GRC (Marsiling), said Mr Ganesh.

WOODLANDS BOTANICAL GARDEN
– A LITTLE EDEN IN THE MAKING 

“
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COMMUNITY 
GARDEN 
IN MARSILING-YEW TEE

Garden at Woodlands Street 13



With the blessings of their Member of Parliament, the 
group’s request finally reached the Marsiling-Yew Tee 
Town Council (MYTTC) and they acceded to helping 
with water and more land. 

“In the end, the three entities – NParks, Town Council 
and our small gardening community – came together to 
set up one of the most unique community gardens in not 
just Marsiling-Yew Tee, but in the whole of Singapore as 
well” he said. 

In short, “our community garden was born.”

From the perspective of NParks, such gardens foster 
community spirit and create a sense of belonging. It 
enables communities to share their passions, experience 
delight and excitement through nurturing greens, and 
continue to make Singapore a ‘City in a Garden’.

For Mr Ganesh and his co-helpers, it was more of a 
matter of ‘down-to-the-soil’ experience.  Starting off, 
“there was an existing exercise pathway and we started 
planting along the pathway. It was hard work as the soil 
had been untouched for probably decades, but with the 
garden blossoming, more people decided to visit and 
enjoy the park and this was a big motivation for us.”

In the early days, the small group of volunteers carried 
jerry cans brought on a trolley up to the top of the hill. 
Then, MYTTC stepped in to help by setting up a water 
source, and with that some residents further created a 
piping system that helped the garden flourish and 
expand further. 

Unlike other community gardens, Mr Ganesh says: “One 
difference between our community garden and others is 
that we have different groups doing different things. It is 
not just gardening. There are only five or six of us who 
undertake just ‘pure’ gardening. Another group does 
infrastructure works such as plumbing and the setting 
up of structures like trellises. And we have another 
special-events group that helps in décor works during 
events and festivals,” he said.

said Mr Ganesh. 

After some discussion, we were given some space on 
Nparks land to start planting only ornamental plants in 
July 2020.  With a small group of five, their garden 
continued to expand, nearing the turf managed by  
Marsiling-Yew Tee Town Council. That is when the 

and made a request to Mr Zaqy Mohamad, Senior 
Minister of State for Defence & Manpower and MP for 
Marsiling-Yew Tee GRC (Marsiling), said Mr Ganesh.

We are definitely 
looking for more 
people. It has 
always been my 
dream to connect 

the community and we want this garden 
to eventually be run by the whole 
community in a ground-up manner and 
have the agencies only to be there for 
advice and support. This is because 
through this project, we discovered that 
there are many talents in Marsiling, and 
that we can all come together to do so 
much as a community.” 

More recently, the garden also set-up an aviary with 
their infrastructure crew to house a handful of birds 
donated by residents who could no longer care for them, 
with the construction funded entirely by residents. In 
the pipeline are plans for more community involvement, 
possibly gardening workshops, cultural events, as well 
as outreach to nearby schools and social welfare groups. 

With more than 200 different plant 
varieties, around 20 butterfly species, 
and a rapidly increasing number of 
visiting bird species, 

our Woodlands Botanical 
Garden is certainly 

emerging as  a little 
garden of Eden in 
Marsiling-Yew Tee. 

“
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With a 20-plus strong community, their special-events 
group had gone on to set-up a Christmas tree in 
December 2021, wow-ing the community, our Deputy 
Prime Minister Lawrence Wong who posted about it on 
his social media.

Mr Ganesh quips: “That is what I love about this group. 
It doesn’t mean you only have to be interested in 
gardening to come join us. We can all contribute to the 
community in our own way.” 

A view to the top of the garden 



Fellow gardener Michelle Koh, who is still fired up about 

In November 2018, a bare open plot of land with no 
fences and neither a perimeter and not much to call 
out. Fast forward to mid 2022 – a 380sqm plot 
supported by 40 resident and neighbourhood 

gardeners, producing lettuce, pandan leaves, passion 
fruit, among others. Hydroponic farming may well be 
on the cards. This is the story of the Blk 512 
Woodlands Dr 14 community garden and one of the 
fast mini orchards in Marsiling-Yew Tee GRC.

The concept of community gardens began around 2005 
as a way to foster community spirit and create a sense 
of belonging. Overlooked by national agency NParks and 
locally coordinated at the community level by Residents 
Committees and Networks, community gardens have 
since spread rapidly across Singapore since it began. 

Further, gardens have sprung up not only in residential 
estates, but also in our schools, and indoors.

At the Blk 512 Woodlands Dr 14 community garden, 
the seeds were planted when several seniors 

approached their (then) MP for Marsiling-Yew Tee GRC 
(Woodgrove) to pursue some gardening. 

With the request subsequently being handled by the 
grassroot Residents’ Committee, the path forward was 
set. 

Mr Azhari Muhammad, one of the pioneers, says that 
the size of about 25 to 28 gardening plots were handed 
over to the resident gardeners in late 2018. 

BLK 512 WOODLANDS DRIVE 14 
COMMUNITY GARDEN BEARS BONDS, 
FRUITS, VEGGIES
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said Mdm Koh. 

CASE STUDY 3: 

COMMUNITY 
GARDEN 
IN MARSILING-YEW TEE

Resident gardeners at Woodlands Drive 14



“One of the best things about this garden is that we just 
had a plot of land and nothing else. So our kampung 
spirit started to kick in,” he added. 

Hence, as a community, each resident unit chipped out 
$20 to source for gravel, soil and some basic equipment 
like wheelbarrows. 

Hence, when one person suggested building a wooden 
structure to support the gardening, everyone chipped. 
One of the main gardeners had a family member who 
worked in a shipping company, which had a regular 
supply of wooden crates. These crates became a staple 
at the community garden. 

Fellow gardener Michelle Koh, who is still fired up about 
the garden as much as when the initiative began, said 
that helping one another was key to the development of 
the garden.

Further, gardens have sprung up not only in residential 
estates, but also in our schools, and indoors.

At the Blk 512 Woodlands Dr 14 community garden, 

approached their (then) MP for Marsiling-Yew Tee GRC 
(Woodgrove) to pursue some gardening. 

With the request subsequently being handled by the 
grassroot Residents’ Committee, the path forward was 
set. 

Mr Azhari Muhammad, one of the pioneers, says that 
the size of about 25 to 28 gardening plots were handed 
over to the resident gardeners in late 2018. 
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We started out by 
trying to get the 
interest of the 
community, visited 
families who were 
staying round this 
garden to try and 
collaborate to set up 
the garden. Through 
these interactions, we 
got to know these 
families and kids 
better,”

– Mr Azhari.

“

Beyond this, we want to use 
the garden as a platform to 
build stronger bonds as a 
community. Before we had 
our community garden, 
there was not much 
interaction between 
neighbours. Now, there are 
lots of residents who are not 
gardeners but making the 
effort to visit us. We talk to 
them and want to engage 
them to bond our 
community,” 

he said.

“

Initially when we 
started, the 
results were not 
so good. Every 
time most of us 

planted something, the plants would die. 
Then, we started to help each other to 
see how we can do better. Some were 
able to produce better results and they 
helped the others. When some of the 
seeds grew into baby-plants, we passed 
to other. Others shared seeds,” 

said Mdm Koh. 

Today, lettuce has emerged as the top produce. 
“Sometimes, one of our plots can produce enough 
lettuce salad for a whole meal for the family,” he 
exclaims. Chye Sim, Kai Lan, curry and pandan leaves, 
passion fruits, pumpkins, cucumbers are now part of the 
produce of this community garden. 

Looking ahead, Mr Azhari says the gardening 
community is trying to be more innovative in terms of 
beautifying the premise while exploring new techniques 
such as hydroponics. 

“

Mr Azhari



In the second half 2021, Marsiling-Yew Tee became 
part of this national strategy when the Singapore Food 
Agency awarded a 1,934-sq metre plot through a public 
tender on the roof of Block 513A Choa Chu Kang 
Street 51 to homegrown It Meng Landscape & 
Construction Pte Ltd. The contract is to enable it to 
commence building a rooftop garden on the 
multi-storey carpark.

Other tenderers were similarly awarded contracts to 
undertake rooftop gardening with the notion centred 
on the fact that Singapore has limited land and space. 
Hence, the need to use alternative spaces for urban 
farming so as to bring food production closer to the 
community.

Over the years, it diversified into other areas, namely 

MARSILING-YEW TEE GRC SETS ITS SIGHTS 
ON ROOFTOP URBAN FARMING  
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Barely two years ago, Singapore embarked 
on a variety of strategies to increase local 
food production with a goal to meet 

30% of the nation’s 

nutritional needs with 

locally produced food 
by 2030, with a focus on 

vegetables, eggs and fish.

CASE STUDY 4: 

MARSILING-YEW TEE ON

ROOFTOP 
URBAN FARMING

Early days at the Choa Chu Kang Street 51 rooftop garden



In the second half 2021, Marsiling-Yew Tee became 
part of this national strategy when the Singapore Food 
Agency awarded a 1,934-sq metre plot through a public 
tender on the roof of Block 513A Choa Chu Kang 
Street 51 to homegrown It Meng Landscape & 
Construction Pte Ltd. The contract is to enable it to 
commence building a rooftop garden on the 
multi-storey carpark.

Other tenderers were similarly awarded contracts to 
undertake rooftop gardening with the notion centred 
on the fact that Singapore has limited land and space. 
Hence, the need to use alternative spaces for urban 
farming so as to bring food production closer to the 
community.

While these are early days for rooftop farming at MYT 
GRC, the successful bidders are expected to focus on 
hydroponic and vertical farming systems deploying a 
variety of innovative features, such as IoT, blockchain 
technology and automated climate control. With these 
farming systems, the sites have the potential 

Homegrown It Meng Landscape & Construction Pte Ltd 
has been around for 30 years and started out by 
focusing on providing landscaping and plant related 
works for schools, workplaces and homes. It began 
operations as It Meng Orchid Nursery with an emphasis 
on orchid production and plant display.

Over the years, it diversified into other areas, namely 
plant production for wholesale and retail, plant display, 
horticulture maintenance and trading. In 2005, the 
company is renamed as It Meng Landscape & 
Construction Pte Ltd.
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to collectively produce 
around vegetables
annually.

Early days at the Choa Chu Kang Street 51 rooftop garden
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WOOD CHIPPING
TAKES ROOT

in Marsiling-Yew Tee

The benefits of wood chipping are well known. 
They feed the soil. Layering of wood chips maintains 
the temperature near the roots. Wood chips prevents 
light from getting to the weeds, hence supressing them. 
The benefits are proven. 

With a keen eye on these 
benefits, Marsiling-Yew 
Tee Town Council (MYTTC) 
collaborated with 
ISO-Landscape to 
introduced its first 
generation wood chipping 
machines in early 2022.

Sustainability Champion Ms Hany Soh (left) speaking to a member of the TC Horticultural team
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Making the best use of wood waste is part of 
Singapore’s larger strategy to manage waste. In April 
2022, the National Environment Agency (NEA) 
reported that the recycling rate of horticultural and 
wood waste increased from 80% and 64% in 2020 to 

83% and 76% respectively in 2021. Waste 
generators sent more of such waste to biomass and 
composting facilities for recycling instead of the 
Waste-to-Energy plants, it said. 

As these are early days into the introduction of wood 
chipping solutions in MYT GRC, residents can look 
forward to more updates as the focus on sustainability 
deepens. 

THE GTS 1300 WOOD 
CHIPPER MACHINES 
(BELOW) DEPLOYED IN 
MYT GRC DELIVERS THE 
FOLLOWING BENEFITS:

Recycles horticultural waste from tress 

to mulch, able to deliver 58-60 
tonnes of waste per month

Quick and efficient due 
to the chipping system (i.e., a rotor with 
two blades mounted on a metal drum, 
one counter blade mounted on the 
chassis)

Smaller footprint makes 
device easier to deploy apply as mulching 
for trees / shrubs in maintenance 
location

Lowers budget for compost 
buying 

� 

� 

� 

� 

Ms Hany Soh shows on-the-ground support to the team 
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Marsiling-Yew Tee blocks sets powered up with solar
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OVERVIEW
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One of the main focuses 
of the Housing & 
Development Board’s 
(HDB) Green Town 
Programme, which is a 
10-year plan to make 
HDB towns more 
sustainable and liveable, 
is on reducing energy 
consumption. 

Smart lightings, installed at all common areas of HDB 
estates, such as corridors and stairways, will further 
reduce energy consumption. The system is equipped 
with sensors and smart analytics to gradually light up 
the path the user will be taking in advance and dim 
down after that. It will also send alert to maintenance 
teams when a fault is detected. Compared with 
conventional LED lightings, smart LED lightings can 
further reduce energy used for lighting by

As part of the Green Town Programme, HDB seeks to 
install solar panels on more HDB blocks to power 
common services such as lifts, lights and water pumps 
with clean energy in the day, with excess energy 
channelled to the electrical grid. 

This will allow HDB blocks to achieve net-zero energy 
consumption at common areas on average. The targeted 

solar power generation of 540 MWp by 
2030, is equivalent to the energy needed in a year to 

power 135,000 4-room HDB flats.

These are in line with the Energy Reset Pillar under the 
Singapore Green Plan 2030 which targets to reduce 
energy consumption in existing HDB towns by 

15% by 2030.

up to 60%.
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MYT RIDES INTO
SOLAR THROUGH

SOLARNOVA
Marsiling-Yew Tee Town Council (MYTTC) is well 
underway harnessing solar energy under the Housing & 
Development Board’s (HDB) SolarNova programme 
while doing its part to reduce C02 pollution and its 
dependency on non-renewable energy sources and 
helping fight climate change.

harnessed is first used to power common services (e.g. 

MYTTC has been 
participating in the 
SolarNova programme, 
led jointly by HDB and 
the Singapore Economic 
Development Board (EDB), 
and it aims to accelerate 
the deployment of solar 
photovoltaic (PV) systems 
in Singapore and helps 
drive the growth of 
Singapore’s solar industry. 

Solar panels a top at MYT block
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Launched in 2014, the SolarNova programme is a 
whole-of-Government effort led by the Economic 
Development Board and HDB to accelerate the 
deployment of solar photovoltaic (PV) systems in 
Singapore. 

This programme helps to promote and aggregate 
demand for solar PV across government agencies to 
achieve economies of scale, as well as drive the growth 
of Singapore’s solar industry.

Under the SolarNova programme, solar energy that is 
harnessed is first used to power common services (e.g. 
lifts, lights and water pumps) in HDB estates in the day, 
with excess energy channelled to the grid. On average, 
HDB blocks are able to achieve net-zero energy 
consumption at common areas.

Currently, the average monthly national average of a 
four-room unit is about 375.5kWh. 

Based on the planned expansion, MYT GRC can 
potentially reduce carbon emissions by 390 tonnes per 
year to help mitigate effects of climate change. 

HDB’s 2030 target of 540 MWp could potentially 

generate 648 GWh of solar energy annually to 

power the equivalent of 135,000 4-room HDB flats.

Within Marsiling-Yew 
Tee, a total of 150 blocks 
now have installed 
systems with a target of 
close to 300 blocks slated 
for fill installation under 
the current programme. 

When completed, there is a total solar 
capacity of 7.77 megawatt-peak (MWp), 
roughly equivalent to powering 2,070 
four-room flats with solar energy on a 
monthly basis.

Solar panels doing their bit
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LED LIGHTS IN MYT 
Light emitting diode (LED) has been a commonplace use 
as its key benefit of energy efficient and cost saving are 
known. 

LED lighting products and systems produce light up to 

90% more efficiently than the 
traditional incandescent light bulbs and the heat LEDs 
produce is absorbed into a heat sink. 

After switching from the previous traditional T8 
lightings to LED lightings in common areas such as 
corridors, staircases, and lift lobbies, we are able to 
achieve approximately 50% reduction in energy 
consumption. 

Motion sensors installed in stairwells and staircase 
landings have further contributed to the overall 
reduction in energy consumption.

One such solution is smart lighting, which comes 
equipped with smart motion sensors and analytics 
capabilities that can automatically adjust the luminosity 
of LED lights in the common areas of housing estates in 
response to the motion detected. All HDB blocks in 
Singapore will progressively be equipped with smart 
lighting.    

Aside from providing an anticipatory and more 
comfortable lighting experience for residents, the Smart 
Lighting System collects and analyses data on lighting 
performance, enabling the prediction of potential faults 
and proactive maintenance to be carried out. It also 
brings up to 60% energy reduction compared with 
conventional LED lighting.   

MYTTC has been working 
closely with the Housing 
& Development Board 
(HDB) to explore 
innovative solutions to 
reduce energy 
consumption in the 
common areas of HDB 
estates. 

Powering up with LED in MYT 
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MYT’S LARGEST
LIFT REPLACEMENT

PROGRAMME

Moving towards the greater use of 

energy-efficient 
lifts and elevators deliver on key 

benefits like electricity 
savings. 

With this goal in mind, MYTTC has undertaken one of 
the largest lift replacement exercises in Singapore, with 
216 lifts to be overhauled and replaced by 3Q 2022. 

Currently, the largest lift replacement exercise in 
Singapore averages about 100 elevators or less in any 
one tender. 

Each lift replacement exercise requires the installation 
of a new carriage case and controller.

Next generation electronic monitoring systems 
contribute to improved diagnostics and detection of 
breakdowns, doing its part in reduce a building's overall 
energy usage.

Looking ahead, MYTTC 
is looking to replace a 
further 180 lifts in the 
next cycle which is 
expected to start later 
2022 and end in 
2023-2024.

Heavy lifting but light on energy 
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efficient clearing of it is necessary to attain economic 

These plans enable MYTTC to leverage its GRC-wide 
elevator programme to contribute to significant energy 
savings while also delivering benefits to residents, 

especially when newer lifts will operate 
50% faster – from 60 metres per minutes (mpm) 

to 90 mpm – while delivering comparable levels 
of reliability.

With the completion 
of  396  elevator 
replacements in MYT 
in 2023-2024, about 
one-in-three lift carriages 
will be new. Currently, 
there are 1,326 installed 
elevators in MYT GRC.

MYT Residents enjoy the benefits of LRP
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SMART COMPACTORS
DO THEIR PART 

in Creating A Sustainable Living Environment

Rubbish – and the clearance of it thereof is not the more 
pleasant exercise nor pleasant. But the effective and 
efficient clearing of it is necessary to attain economic 
and environmental sustainability. It is with this in mind 
that MYT has installed a “smart” waste clearing system 
that comprises the installation of smart compactors and 
establish a system in terms of the frequency of waste 
clearing. 

In the October 2021, MYTTC embarked on the 
installation of the next generation smart compactors 
CUBiPlexor from waste management solutions and 
equipment solutions company Electromech 
Technologies Pte Ltd. 

One of the reasons for the choice was that the 
CUBiPlexor is a mini-sized smart waste compactor that 
is suitable for waste collection sites with space 
constraints, meeting the needs of MYT GRC. With a 
compaction ratio of 3:1, CUBiPlexor is able to contain 
more than two times of waste compared with other 
compactors of the same capacity. 

To date, the Town Council has deployed 13 

CUBiPlexor smart compactors 
at two blocks in the GRC, with the remaining 18 
scheduled for completion by late 3Q 2022. 

Currently, waste is being 
compacted at a daily 
average of 200 kg – 250 
kg at the 12-storey Blk 
683A and a daily average 
of 350 kg – 350 kg at the 
24-storey Blk 690C,  both 
at Choa Chu Kang 
Crescent.
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Alongside implementation plans is the attachment of 
ozonisers, a device that reduces malodours.  

With this smart system and with the staggered 
collections, MYT residents now have a cleaner living 
environment with the refuse truck doing its runs about 
two to three 2-3 times a week, instead of the current 
daily collections, which in turn cuts down on the carbon 
footprint and would be the way for sustainable 
operations for waste management. This is also in line 
with adopting smart and sustainable solutions and a 
model for HDB and the other town councils to follow.

KEY BENEFITS
FROM USING 
SMART COMPACTOR

Fuel savings for the waste 
collector in terms of reduced 
frequencies

Longer lifespan for the trucks, 
compared to those which had 
to do more frequent 
collections

Waste collector requires lesser 
trucks to carry out the same 
collections, resulting in higher 
productivity 

Carbon footprint 
offset/savings with the 
staggered collections
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Furthermore, the 
incineration of waste, 
while efficient and avoids 
the problems of land and 
marine contamination, 
generates carbon 
emissions, which 
contribute to climate 
change.

We can achieve these targets through sustainable 
production and consumption, and transforming trash 
into treasure. Here at Marsiling-Yew Tee Town Council, 
we are committed to play our part in the drive towards 
zero waste, as can be seen by our efforts on e-Waste 
recycling, collaboration with SGRecycle and upcycling 
initiatives with the Land Transport Authority, SBS 
Transit and SMRT Corporation.

To overcome these challenges, and seize the 
opportunities in them, Singapore’s Zero Waste Master 
Plan maps out Singapore’s key strategies to build a 
sustainable, resource-efficient and climate-resilient 
nation. This includes adopting a circular economy 
approach to waste and resource management practices, 
and shifting towards more sustainable production and 
consumption. The Masterplan has set a new waste 
reduction target for Singapore – to reduce the waste 
sent to Semakau Landfill each day by 30 per cent by 
2030 - which will help to extend Semakau Landfill’s 
lifespan beyond 2035. This is on top of our existing 
target to achieve a 70% overall recycling rate by 2030.

The amount of waste disposed of in Singapore has 
increased seven-fold over the last 40 years. At this rate, 
Semakau Landfill, Singapore’s only landfill, will run out 
of space by 2035. There is limited land for building new 
incineration plants or landfills in Singapore. 

Singapore’s first nationwide electrical and electronic 

e-waste is managed effectively, efficiently and in an 

E-waste is one of the priority waste streams identified 
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E-waste bins conveniently located 

at void decks of MYT blocks Ms Hany Soh (left) leads by example
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MYT EMBARKS ON
E-WASTE RECYCLING

- MYTTC Partners Alba Singapore

Singapore’s first nationwide electrical and electronic 
waste (e-waste) management system started in July 
2021 with a new system to make it more convenient for 
consumers to recycle their e-wastes, while ensuring 
e-waste is managed effectively, efficiently and in an 
environmentally sustainable manner. 

E-waste is one of the priority waste streams identified 
under Singapore’s Zero Waste Masterplan. The system 
ensures that e-waste is properly treated in order to 
protect the environment and public health, while 
valuable resources are recovered. The system is part of 
the circular economy approach that Singapore is 
adopting in our move towards being a Zero Waste 
Nation.

Currently, Singapore 
generates over 60,000 
tons of e-waste annually, 
but it is only a small 
portion compared to the 
total amount of waste 
generated.

Semakau Landfill, the country’s only 
landfill, receives more than 2,000 tons 
of wastes and incineration ashes every 
day and is expected to be full by 2035 
based on the current rate. 

To drive a more successful e-waste management 
system, the Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) 
approach was introduced, where producers are 
responsible for managing the end-of-life disposal of 
electrical and electronic products that they supply to 
the Singapore market. Regulated products will comprise 
ICT equipment, large appliances, light bulbs and tubes, 
batteries, and solar photovoltaic panels.

As part of this initiative, the National Environment 
Agency issued a license to  ALBA E-Waste Smart 
Recycling Pte Ltd. to collect regulated consumer 
e-waste across Singapore for proper treatment and 
recycling for five years from 1 July 2021. 

Given the need and the urgency to get an e-waste 
management plan underway in Marsiling-Yew Tee GRC 
underway, the Town Council (MYTTC) charted its first 
steps within the evolving framework. 

MYT Sustainability Champion 

Ms Hany Soh (left) leads by example
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In the first quarter of 
2022, MYTTC embarked 
on its first collaboration 
with ALBA to undertake 
the GRC’s first e-waste 
recycling drive across 10 
different locations. 

In the run up to the inaugural event, which took place on 
16 April 2022, several communications messages were 
shared through the Town Councils social media 
platforms and leaflets with residents with the aim of 
raising awareness and encouraging participation. 

In late 2021, MYTTC started rolling out the national 
Action for Green Towns’ public awareness programme 
within the GRC, encouraging residents to adopt green 
eco-friendly habits to reduce the amount of carbon 
footprint. The focus was to introduce residents to the 
various aspects of waste management. 

MYTTC’s Facebook campaign to drive awareness, 

acceptance of its inaugural e-waste drive



From the first e-waste collection drive, 
residents dropped off a number of varying 
items like laptops, mobile phones, printers 
and even e-mobility devices. 

Given the success of the first drive, MYTTC 
and Alba quickly collaborated with a 
second e-waste drive, which took place on 
16 July 2022. 

Since the inaugural e-waste collection 
efforts, such campaigns are slated to return 
every three  months to provide residents 
with an outlet to discard their old and 
unwanted electronics the safest way 
possible
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At the event per se, MYTTC Sustainability Champion 
and MP for Marsiling-Yew Tee GRC (Woodgrove) Ms 
Hany Soh was present onsite to participate and learn 
more about the process of e-waste management. 
Residents were encouraged to bring down their old 
regulated e-waste to properly dispose of them at our 
collection points.

130 Marsiling Rise 

154 Woodlands Street 13 

212 Marsiling Crescent 

337 Woodlands Avenue 1

417 Woodlands Street 41  

894B Woodlands Drive 50 

663A Choa Chu Kang Crescent

671A Choa Chu Kang Crescent

529 Choa Chu Kang Street 51 

787 Choa Chua Kang North 6   

Residents’ efforts contribute to sustainability

Community engagement at MYT

10 E-WASTE COLLECTION 
POINTS ON MYTTC’S 1ST 
PUBLIC DRIVE



For this reason, 
SGRecycle was founded 
in 2020 and the team 
conceptualised and 
executed a network of 
smart stations that 
allowed contactless 
paper recycling. 

Making the system more attractive is 
the feature about rewarding users with 
reward points which can then be 
redeemed for cash or merchandise 
vouchers.

Everyday, the bulk of the Singapore’s  domestic waste 
generated are incinerated at one of the four 
waste-to-energy (WTE) incineration plants. However, 
the more waste incinerated, the higher the  carbon 
footprint – contributing to global warming and climate 
change. The resulting incinerated ash as well as other 
non-incinerable waste will then make their way to 
Semakau Landfill. Hence, paper waste – among other 
waste forms – is a challenge. 

With a nation-wide network of smart stations emerging, 
it became natural that Marsiling-Yew Tee GRC become 
one of the early adopters of a system of such stations.
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MYTTC 
COLLABORATES 

WITH SGRECYCLE 
to Manage Paper Waste

In 2021, about 6.94 million 
tonnes of solid waste was 
generated in Singapore, 
of which 1,136 tonnes – or 
about 16% of all wastes– 
comprised paper and 
cardboard waste. 

introduction of the machines at the above five stations, 
Ms Hany Soh at the launch of 

SGRecycle machines in MYT in 2021
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Simple and easy to use, these machines will 
enable residents to dispose of waste paper in 
return for reward points. All you need to do 
is register an account with 
https://www.sgrecycle.com/ to start 
recycling. 

You will get $0.06/kg of paper waste 
recycled and can withdraw a minimum sum 
of $10 via PayLah! Or Paynow.

Semakau Landfill. Hence, paper waste – among other 

In November 2021, Marsiling-Yew Tee Toun Council 
(MYTTC) tied up with SGRecycle to deploy these smart 
stations, all part of SG Recycle Sustainable Living 
Singapore Green Plan 2030. To stir the interest of 
residents, a social media campaign on MYTTC platforms 
was initiated and one of the key messages 
communicated was:  

THE TRUTH ABOUT PAPER 
THAT IS NOT RECYCLED

When paper is not recycled, 80% of it ends 
up in Singapore’s landfills. Decomposition 
of the paper in landfills produces methane, 
a greenhouse gas with 21 times the 
heat-trapping power of carbon dioxide 
(CO2). The U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency has identified landfills as the single 
largest source of methane emissions in the 
world, and the decomposition of paper is 
the largest contributor to the methane 
being generated.

If paper is recycled, it doesn’t end up in the 
waste stream, headed for a landfill where it 
will degrade and generate methane. Simply 
put, the less paper landfilled, the less 
methane emitted. 

At Marsiling-Yew Tee, we can do our part in 
paper recycling!
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MYTTC TIES UP WITH SGRECYCLE 

To deliver on convenience, smart recycling 

machines were identified for the public launch 
across the GRC and these were introduced at: 

Blk 306A Woodlands Street 31 Singapore 731306

Blk 887C Woodlands Drive 50 Singapore 733887

Blk 160 Woodlands Street 13 Singapore 730160

Blk 562 Choa Chu Kang Street 52 

Singapore 680562

Blk 621 Choa Chu Kang Street 62 

Singapore 680621

In January 2022, a total of 518 residents used these 
paper recycle machines and numbers have continued to 
climb, with 615 residents using the system in June 2022. 
Meanwhile, SGRecycle stations continues to accept 
non-contaminated general waste paper, old magazines 
& books as well as corrugated carton boxes. Corrugated 
carton boxes will need to be flattened prior to deposit. 
For every 1 kg of waste paper deposited at SGRecycle 
stations, user are rewarded with 6 SGRecycle points.  
You will then be able to redeem 1,000 SGRecycle points 
for S$10 via PayNow, FAST Bank Transfer or EZ-Link 
Credit Vouchers.

Early efforts to promote the awareness and use of these 
recycling machines are encouraging. Following the 
introduction of the machines at the above five stations, 
SGREcycle collected 6.46 kg of wastepaper from a total 
of 398 users in the six weeks to December 2021.

Public education on 

waste recycling 

continues on 

MYTTC ‘s social 

media platforms, 

encouraging 

residents to drop off 

their paper waste.  

SGRECYCLE MACHINES 
@ MYT GRC



WORKING TOWARDS
ZERO WASTE 

- MYTTC Upcycles!

The initiative aims to galvanise and partner residents, 
thought leaders in the sustainability domains, town 
management stakeholders and service providers to 
work towards making every PAP-managed town zero 
waste, energy efficient and greener by 2025.

As part of the commitment to create a sustainable home 
in Singapore, all 15 PAP Town Councils will upcycle 
decommissioned parts from MRT trains to enhance 
residents’ living environments while reducing waste to 
landfill. This initiative was started in response to LTA’s 
public call for community partners to upcycle old train 
parts. Town Councils then piloted the upcycling projects 
and gathered residents’ feedback before deciding on the 
full upcycling plan. 
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The Action for Green 
Towns (AGT) initiative is a 
collaboration among the 
15 Town Councils to level 
up sustainability 
practices within their 
communities.

Compared to buying similar amenities, upcycling will 
allow Town Councils to save over $275,000 in costs and 
deliver better value for residents. 

From 2022 to 2025, the 15 Town Councils will upcycle 
at least 1,500 seats, 600 intercom covers, 300 LED light 
covers and 1,400 handrails from trains. As the seats and 
covers are made of fibre reinforced polymer and are not 
easily recyclable, this upcycling initiative will rescue 
about 14,400 kg of material from going to landfill. 

Ms Hany Soh, Vice Chair of the AGT taskforce and the 
Sustainability Champion of Marsiling-Yew Tee Town 
Council, leading this upcycling initiative, said, 

Our residents have given us wonderful 
ideas – from seats in community areas 
to rest and connect, to plant holders in 
community green spaces, to handrails 
for accessibility and safety for less 
mobile residents. I hope residents enjoy 
seeing their ideas become reality and 
keep working with us towards 
better homes.”

“



Note: Some of the photos in this publication were taken when Covid-19 safe distancing measures came into effect.

ALL INFORMATION IS CORRECT AT THE TIME OF PUBLISHING.
PRODUCED BY MARSILING-YEW TEE TOWN COUNCIL. 
NO REPRODUCTION, IN PART OR IN WHOLE, OF THE REPORT MAY BE MADE WITHOUT PRIOR PERMISSION 
FROM MARSILING-YEW TEE TOWN COUNCIL.

covers are made of fibre reinforced polymer and are not 

about 14,400 kg of material from going to landfill. 
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We would like to thank the following parties for their invaluable 
contributions to supporting the sustainability efforts in 

Marsiling-Yew Tee GRC and also their inputs into this report. 

- Elected Members Marsiling-Yew Tee GRC

Residents from: 

� Blk 512 Woodlands Drive 14 
    community garden

� Woodlands Botanical Garden 
    (Woodlands Street 13)
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